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Bicyclist, pedestrian report two early morning robberies
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Columbia police yesterday were 
looking for several people responsi-
ble for a pair of early morning rob-
beries this weekend.

The first incident occurred at 1 
a.m. Friday downtown, although it 
wasn’t reported until 9 a.m. yester-
day. 

The victim, Nathaniel Stebbing, 
25, of Columbia, told police he was 
robbed while riding his bike along 
Hitt Street between Cherry and 
Locust streets. Stebbing said three or 
four black men in their mid-20s 

assaulted him and stole his cell 
phone and an undisclosed amount 
of cash.

Stebbing suffered facial injuries 
but did not seek medical attention.

At 1 a.m. yesterday, police 
responded to a robbery near the 
intersection of Count Fleet Drive 
and Derby Ridge Drive. The victim, 
Drake Stockton, 17, of Columbia, 
told officers he and another person 
were walking along Derby Ridge 
when a vehicle approached. The car 
stopped, and a man with a handgun 

stepped out. Stockton said he tried 
to flee, but the gunman struck him in 
the head with the pistol. Other cul-
prits began assaulting him, Stockton 
told police that someone took his 
cell phone and money.

The victim told officers the gun-
man was a black male about 16 or 17 
years old.

Anyone with information regard-
ing these incidents is asked to sub-
mit tips to CrimeStoppers at 875tips.
com.
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Iran holds 
trump card 
in Mideast

BY MATTHEW LEE
of the Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An increasingly emboldened Iran is 
both complicating and giving promise to the Obama 
administration’s efforts to forge peace in the Middle East.

President Barack Obama and his team are reaching out 
to Iran. At the same time, the Islamic Republic’s hostile 
rhetoric, nuclear activities and missile testing could drive 
a wedge between America and its clos-
est Mideast ally, Israel.

But Iran’s disjointed actions appear 
to be uniting the region against it.

The administration hopes to capital-
ize on what it sees as an unprecedented 
coalescence of opinion in the Jewish 
state and its Arab neighbors on Iran. 
The United States wants to use that convergence as lever-
age to press ahead with Israeli-Palestinian peace efforts as 
well as seek a broader Arab-Israeli accord.

This, officials argued, will isolate Tehran by removing 
the long-running conflict from the regional security equa-
tion.

Obama made that case to Israel’s prime minister, Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, at the White House this past week. The 
president is expected to do so again Thursday in talks in 
Washington with the Palestinian president, Mahmoud 
Abbas, as well as in early June when Obama is in Egypt for 
a major address to the Muslim world.

The strategy also involves trying to diminish Iran’s influ-
ence in Syria and its anti-Israeli proxies in Lebanon by 
opening the door to better relations with Syria, where 
special Mideast envoy George Mitchell might go soon, 
officials said.

Experts believe Arab-Israeli consensus on Iran is real. 
But they note it is rooted in very different fears and, for 
that reason, might not hold. Still, some are optimistic 
about the chances this new consensus presents.

“The administration has to find the best path,” said 
Anthony Cordesman of the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies. “Is this the best path? Given the opportu-
nities, yes. They may not produce success, but they offer 
the best alternative available.”

So far, the administration’s Iran overtures have not been 
reciprocated. Israel will resist if the United States tries to 
use the Iran threat to push Israel into making concessions 
in the peace process.

Iran’s missile launch last week probably will try Israel’s 
patience. Israel regards Iran as an “existential threat” and 
has warned of a unilateral military strike unless there is 
diplomatic success soon to prevent Tehran from getting 
nuclear weapons capability.

Administration officials said they expressed concern 
about the launch but stopped short of an outright con-
demnation to reaffirm their readiness to extend an olive 
branch to Iran. “We want to keep our hand outstretched,” 
said one official familiar with the matter who spoke on 
condition of anonymity.

The Obama team has been conducting an internal 
review of Iran policy. The administration has concluded it 
would reverse President George W. Bush’s calculated shun-
ning of Iran by reaching out and participating in meetings 
with Iranian officials on the nuclear issue.

The review is evolving, and the next steps will be decid-
ed in large part based on how Iran responds to the initial 
overtures, officials said. 

They said it is unrealistic to expect responses ahead of 
Iran’s elections next month. The hard-line president, Mah-
moud Ahmedinejad, is seeking a second term.

Israel has reservations about an open-ended U.S. 
approach that could allow Iran to enrich enough uranium 
to produce weapons. Israel wants to see the Iranian threat 
dealt with before pursuing peace deals with the Arabs.

In the talks with Netanyahu, officials said Obama 
sought to allay Israeli concerns by agreeing to set up work-
ing groups that will gather senior U.S. and Israeli national 
security officials to consult on three areas: Iran, Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations and the Arab peace initiative.

After meeting Netanyahu, Obama said he did not want 
to set an “artificial deadline” for Iran to respond. Obama 
stressed he wanted to see “serious process of engage-
ment” after Iran’s June 12 presidential elections, with an 
assessment of progress by year’s end.

ANALYSISSALUTE TO VETERANS

The AeroShell AT-6 Demonstration Team loops in formation during the Salute to Veterans Memorial Day Weekend Air Show yesterday at
Columbia Regional Airport. 

Photos by Parker Eshelman/Tribune
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Protesters who stand outside the 
gates to the Salute to Veterans air show 
every year aren’t there to disrespect the 
troops, organizer Mark Haim said. 
Rather, they want to offer an alterna-
tive to messages they feel are being 
given just beyond the entrance.

“This event is used each year to 
recruit young people into the military,” 
said Haim, who leads the group Peace-
works. “We observe Memorial Day as a 
way to honor the memory of those 
who lost their lives in the tragedy of 
war. That was the original use of the 

event, not to glorify the weapons of 
war to attract young people.”

Recruiters are allowed to set up 
tents at the Columbia Regional Airport 
during the Memorial Day Weekend Air 
Show, and many branches have done 
so. There, attendees can get brochures 
and videos about various careers in 
the service and speak with recruiters, if 
they wish. 

Outside of recruiting stations, air 
show attendees can purchase toy mili-
tary vehicles, dog tags and various 
service patches. There’s even an Army-
themed ride where attendees can strap 
into a helicopter-like crate and feel as 

though they’re on a rollercoaster. 
But members of the military don’t 

attend the air show to scout for new 
blood, said Missouri National Guard 
Master Sgt. Tom Black, who is in charge 
of recruiting in Columbia and areas 
north. In fact, he said, the show is not 
considered a significant recruiting 
event.

“It’s not about us. It’s about the vet-
erans today,” Black said. “We’re here to 
support the veterans.”

Granted, he acknowledged, “tons of 
literature” was available to those inter-
ested. And, “we’ll talk to them if they’re 
interested in talking about getting in,” 

he said. “That’s our job.” 
But recruiters are confined to an 

information booth. They don’t go can-
vassing the show for young men and 
women, Black said.

Regardless of any ulterior motives at 
the air show, it was nice to see the 
Peaceworks protesters offer an alter-
native message, said Jonathan Thack-
er, a Columbia man said he attends the 
air show for fun.

“The planes are cool, but I can see a 
hidden national military agenda,” he 
said, stressing he did not want to 
sound too much the conspiracy theo-
rist. “It’s just good to have a balance.”

Protesters oppose recruiting efforts

BY JANESE HEAVIN
jheavin@columbiatribune.com | 815-1705

Jim Wilson was seated on the ground 
as the World War II-era aircraft circled 
overhead, leaving a billowy trail of gray 
smoke in its wake.

But in his mind, Wilson was in the 
cockpit of that AT-6 Texan as it twisted 
and turned to impress the crowds at 
the annual Salute to Veterans Memo-
rial Day Weekend Air Show yesterday 
at Columbia Regional Airport. 

“I trained on one of those,” Wilson, 
84, said. “I know ever stick and rudder 
and throttle. I was going through the 
motions with him up there.”

All the motions except one.
The AT-6 pilot, Steve Gustafson, 

pulled off an Immelmann turn — an 
aerobatic maneuver named after the 
World War I German pilot, Max Immel-
mann, which rolls the plane mid-
loop.

“We did a lot of playing around, but 
I would have hesitated to do that 
maneuver,” Wilson said. “We had a 
saying: ‘There are old pilots, and there 
are bold pilots, but there are no old, 
bold pilots.’ ”

After he landed, Gustafson, 48, said 
the veteran would have been able to 

do it had the military trained him. 
Unlike World War II fliers — who 

logged just a couple of hundred hours 
of flight time before heading off to war 
— Gustafson said he had flown more 
than 4,000 hours by the time he was 
23.

Wilson, originally from Mississippi, 
was 17 when he enlisted in the Air 
Corps, a decision mostly influenced by 
the fact his two older brothers were in 
the military. One brother served with 
the Marines at Iwo Jima; the other was 

killed on Attu Atoll in the Aleutian 
Islands.

Wilson went on to fly a P-51 Mus-
tang and P-47 Thunderbolt during the 
war, but he didn’t elaborate. “I was 
able to dodge the bullet,” he said. 

After leaving the service, Wilson 
attended the University of Missouri, 
where he earned an agriculture degree 
in 1948.

Wilson was a horticulturist in Cali-
fornia until he returned to Columbia 
six years ago. He’s been a regular at the 

annual air show ever since. “I can’t stay 
away,” Wilson joked.

Thousands joined him for the first 
official day of air show, although 
spokeswoman Nancy Fields did not 
have an official count by the Tribune’s 
deadline. Last year, Saturday atten-
dance at the air show was about 5,000 
and jumped to 32,000 on Sunday. It’s 
tough to compare the crowd this year, 
though, because the area for the show 
has been expanded, Fields said.

A modern-day U.S. Air Force A-10 
Thunderbolt aloft maneuvered at 
sharp angles before a World War II-era 
P-38 Lightning joined it in formation 
for the traditional heritage flight.

This was the first year Gustafson 
and the Aeroshell Aerobatic Team was 
asked to bring their AT-6 Texans to the 
air show, Gustafson said. The program 
here differs from other aircraft events 
because it’s focused on veterans, he 
said.

“It’s an honor to be here,’ he said. 
“Being able to do this to honor veter-
ans is special in my heart.”

Hearing that Wilson, the World War 
II veteran, felt as if he were in the plane 
with Gustafson, the middle-aged pilot 
grinned.

“I know he was,” Gustafson said. 
“That’s who I did it for. I think about 
what these guys did — women —  
what they did when I fly up there.”

Veteran at air show relives WW II training 
Flight of Texans 
felt from ground.

SALUTE TO 
VETERANS 
SCHEDULE
Today
The Salute 
to Veterans 
Memorial Day 
Weekend Air 
Show contin-
ues 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. 
Admission is 
free. Shuttle bus free. Shuttle bus 
service at $3 service at $3 
per round trip 
is available from 
the Hearnes 
Center. A de-
tailed schedule 
is online at co-is online at co-
lumbiatribune.lumbiatribune.
com.
Tomorrow
9:55 a.m.: Pa-
rade on Broad-
way in down-
town Columbia, 
followed by 
a ceremony 
at the Boone at the Boone 
County Court-
house.

Jen Tyas, center, photographs brother-in-law Jason Dalby, who was 
piloting a Navy F/A-18F Super Hornet during an air show event.
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Tehran complicates eff ort 
for peace in troubled area.


